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the son, who is the subject of this sketch. The father made farming his life work and died on the 

old homestead in 1889. His wife survived five years, departing this life in 1894. 

Peter K. Neste was reared to habits of industry and frugality on the home farm, assisting in the 

work of the fields during the spring and summer months, while in the winter seasons he pursued 

his education in the district school near his home. He remained with his father until after he had 

reached his majority, when in 1877, he went to Worth county, Iowa, and purchased one hundred 

and sixty acres of land. This land he improved and cultivated until 1892, when he rented the place 

and returned to the old homestead, having in the meantime purchased the latter. He has since 

given his attention to the cultivation of the place and has also made some improvements since 

taking possession, so that he now has one of the model farms of Madison township. 

Mr. Neste has found a valuable helpmate in his wife, who in her maidenhood bore the name of 

Sarah M. Thorgeson, and to whom he was married in March, 1874. Her parents, Torger and Rangel 

(Hoyne) Bakke, natives of Norway, came to Winneshiek county at an early day. They, however, 

upon their emigration to the new world, spent a short time at Port Washington, Wisconsin, prior 

to their removal to Winneshiek county. Their last years, however, were spent in Winnebago 

county, Iowa, where both passed away, the father in 1899, and the mother in 1909. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Neste have been born twelve children but four of the number died in infancy 

and Lewis died in 1910. Those who survive are: Knute, under the parental roof; Theodore, who is a 

minister, now located at Astoria. Oregon; James, who makes his home in Minnesota; Lawrence, at 

home; Dina, the wife of Andrew Boe, of Winneshiek county; Ida and Stena, also at home. 

Mr. Neste holds stock in the Farmers Creamery Company of Decorah, and also in the Farmers 

Hog Buying Company of this place. He is a republican in his political belief, while in religious faith 

he is a Lutheran. He has never held public office except in connection with the school board, 

having served as trustee and director of Madison township. He possesses many sterling traits of 

character, is honest in all his business transactions, and is highly respected in the locality where 

he has spent practically his entire life. 

 
 
 

ROBERT TOWNSEND. 

 
Robert Townsend, for many years prominently connected with agricultural interests in 

Winneshiek county, came to Burr Oak township in 1855 and settled upon a tract of raw land. 

Afterward through hard work he transformed the property into rich and fertile fields from which 

he derived abundant harvests year by year, finally acquiring a comfortable fortune upon which to 

retire from active life in 1912. 

He was born in Starkey, Yates county, New York, January 3, 1834, and is a son of Hiram H. and 

Freelove Archer (Weeks) Townsend. The paternal grandfather, Richard Townsend, was a native 

of New England. The father of the subject of this review was born in Connecticut or New York, 

and the mother was 


